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SECRET ROME 1 1000 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: CSCE: MORO'S VISIT TO MOSCOW JULY 24-29 

REF: ROME 10559 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH SOVIET DCM IN ROME, JAKOV OSTROVSKY, 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR WAS TOLD SOVIETS WERE SATISFIED THAT IN 
MOSCOW MORO HAD INDICATED A GENERAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE IDEA THAT 
CSCE SHOULD NOW MOVE FORWARD ON POINTS ALREADY AGREED, 

SETTING ASIDE FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION THOSE AREAS WHERE 
SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT CANNOT NOW BE REACHED. OSTROVSKY SAID 
BREZHNEV HAD TAKEN A VERY HARD LINE (OSTROVSKY'S WORDS) ON 
BASKET III, TELLING MORO THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE ALREADY OFFERED 
WHAT THEY CAN, AND THAT THE WEST SHOULD NOT EXPECT THE SOVIETS 
"TO SACRIFICE THEIR PRINCIPLES". BREZHNEV CAUTIONED MORO 
AGAINST THE VIEW THAT THE SOVIETS CAN BE PUSHED HARDER, ADDING 
THAT THE WESTERN VIEW OF WHAT THE SOVIETS WILL SACRIFICE FOR A 
SECRET 
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SUCCESSFUL CSCE IS APPARENTLY EXAGGERATED. OSTROVSKY SAID THE 
SOVIETS NOW HOPE MORO WILL BE PREPARED TO MOVE AHEAD, ALONG 
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LINES THE FINNS HAVE ALREADY PROPOSED, TO ACCEPT WHAT CAN BE AGREED 
NOW, WITHOUT INSISTING ON TOTAL AGREEMENT ON ALL MATTERS. AFTER 
ALL, SAID OSTROVSKY, CSCE IS ONLY ONE POINT, ALBEIT AN IMPORTANT 
ONE, IN THE BROAD SWEEP OF DEVELOPING DETENTE. WE SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO CONSIDER IT AS SUCH, AND LOOK TO EVEN MORE SUCH 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FUTURE, RATHER THAN INSIST ON UNIVERSALLY 
IDEAL FORMULATIONS BEFORE MOVING AHEAD. OSTROVSKY SAID HE 
BELIEVES THAT MORO NOW UNDERSTANDS THE SOVIET POINT OF VIEW. 

2. POLITICAL COUNSELOR QUESTIONED THIS, ASKING OSTROVSKY IF 
HE DIDN'T BELIEVE THE ITALIANS EXPECT A SOVIET "FURTHER LOOK" 

AT BASKET III IN SEARCH OF A WIDER COMMUNITY OF VIEWS WITH 
THE WEST. OSTROVSKY SAID "I KNOW THAT THERE ARE ELEMENTS IN 
THE FARNESINA (FOREIGN MINISTRY) WHO LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT, 

BUT I DON'T THINK MORO HAS ANY DOUBT ABOUT THE SOVIET POSITION." 

3. COMMENT: OSTROVSKY PROVIDED THE ABOVE AFTER BEING FILLED 
IN BY HIS AMBASSADOR (RYZHOV) WHO WAS IN MOSCOW FOR THE MORO 
VISIT. THE ITALIAN SOURCE OF INFORMATION IN REFTEL PARA 5 ALSO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE TALKS IN MOSCOW, BUT OBVIOUSLY DID NOT 
GET, OR DID NOT CHOOSE TO GET, THE EXACT MESSAGE OSTROVSKY 
SAYS WAS SIGNALLED. WE RECOGNIZE OSTROVSKY HAS HIS OWN GOOD 
REASONS TO TELL US THERE IS NO GIVE IN THE SOVIET POSITION ON 
BASKET m. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT TO A DEGREE ON BOTH SIDES 
IN MOSCOW THEY MAY HAVE BEEN SAYING WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY, 

AND HEARING WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO HEAR. VOLPE 
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